





Above: Sunset behind the Performing
Arts Center.

Below: For the ultimate in nouvelle
american cuisine, Karu + Y is second to
none. Sardines en Escabeche
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KARU &Y LOUNGE
Just a stones throw away at 71 NW 14 Street. 305403.7850

Open until midnight Sunday to Thursday, 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday;
and twenty-five million dollars later, it's worth a visit. Drenched in
chandeliers and waterfalls, surrounded by celebs and other beautiful
people, you can enjoy their pre-theater prix fixe three-course menu
at $85 per person (perhaps the cheapest meal you'll ever have there),
and they’ll even throw in a ride to and from the Carnival Center in
their chauffeured Mercedes. Reservations are essential.

MANOLO & RENE CAFETERIA

Downtown, just over a mile away. 281 NE 1Ist Street.
3053584488

This quirky little corner Cuban café is open 24 hours, and late night,
features a cast of walk-up characters you might expect on a barrio
version of The Simpsons. The ample selection of food is simple and
tasty...empanadas, sandwiches (I loved the fresh pork.), croquetas,
etc,, and a classic, rich café cubano to keep you awake for the drive
home. Prices mostly $1 to $5...almost inexpensive enough to soften
the sting of the exorbitant parking prices at the PAC.

MIAMI ARTS CAFE
Just walk across the street to 255 NE 14 Street. 3055799058

This little gem used to close in mid-afternoon, but stays open now in
the evenings when there is something going on at the PAC, because
many of the regular show-goers have made this their walking-
distance favorite for pre-event meals. The casual light continental-
fusion cuisine, e.g, wild salmon with rice and vegetables is priced
reasonably, and usually accompanied by live music performed
by local musicians. That, along with the pretty and perky setting,
creates a pleasant beginning to an evening out.

PREMIER WINE CLUB

Downtown, a mile away. 145 North Miami Avenue.
305416.5187

Open until 8:30 p.m. for early light dinners Monday through Thursday;
and until 11 p.m. Friday. Beautiful, warm, charming wine bar in one
of the oldest buildings in Miami, built in 1910, located across from the
New World School of the Arts, this is a different and delicious pre-
event choice. There is a well chosen, well priced selection of wines
by the glass, several boutique-style beers, several cheese choices,
and a very reasonably priced menu of delightful, simple dishes,
which (phrase omitted here) will not weigh one down during a
long opera or concert. Ask the charming proprietors Yasemin and
Rudi, about their “extreme” dangerous past lives. Bonus: Plenty of
free metered parking nearby after 6 p.m.

Opposite page: The Sanford
and Dolores Ziff Opera
House. (p: R. Hill)

Below: Simple but tasty

- the Miami Arts Cafe. Don't
get fooled by the sign, the
Premier Wine Bar and
Bistro serves gourmet foods
and cool jazz.
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THE RIVER OYSTER BAR

The Brickell side of the river 0650 South Miami Avenue.
3055301915

Not even two miles away, just over the Miami Avenue bridge, and
open ‘til 10:30 Sunday to Thursday, midnight Friday & Saturday
Opened in 2003, this is a restaurant that makes me proud of Miami
dining...I have sent countless out-of-towners here, and never
anything but praise. Chef David Bracha (also the culinary brain
behind Jake’s in Coral Gables) offers a fresh-daily selection of oysters
and enough other choices in his “American Progressive Cuisine” to
make you weak with culinary desire...For a real Miami twist, try
the Churrasco Grilled Skirt Steak, Orange Glazed Escolar, or Pepita
Crusted Mahi Mahi. Excellent service that will get you to the event
on time, or let you linger afterward in the soft rich ambiance as long
as you like. A favorite of “beautiful (but real) people” Free parking
in the lot out back, except weekends.

SHEBA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT
1.5 miles north. 4029 North Miami Avenue. 305.573.1819

In the Design District, an easy three minute shot down North Miami
Avenue pre-theater. Open late most days, but call to be sure. Miami’s
only Ethiopian restaurant, warmly and fascinatingly decorated, will
have your head spinning with the exotic seductive aromas coming
from the kitchen, and your taste buds dancing with the luscious and
comforting flavors coming from your menu selection. The list of
entrees ranges from $12 to $25, and includes their special versions of
chicken, beef, lamb, seafood, and vegetarian. (If you like lamb, try the
Beg Alecha, tender pieces of lamb seasoned with ginger, rosemary
and a touch of jalepeno, slow-cooked in an herb reduction.) Valet
available, but usually plenty of metered parking nearby, and a meal
that will give you something to talk about at intermission.

SOYKAS RESTAURANT CAFE & BAR
Tén minutes up Biscayne to 5582 NE 4 Court. 3057593117

Mark Soyka’s hot cool pioneering Upper East Side eatery is a
satisfying stop before or after performances, open until 11 p.m., and
Friday/Saturday until midnight. It gets loud when busy, but, at least,
it is busy with the Beautiful and the Important, so if not conducive
to intimate conversations, it is conducive to people watching. The
food is dependably delicious, from the “‘comfort” selections like
Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes and Chicken Marsala & Mushrooms
over Linguini, to clever dishes, such as Corriander Crusted Mahi over
Polenta Cake, Red Pepper Couli & Corn Salsa and the Soyka Salad —
Mixed Greens & Diced Vegetables with Mustard Shallot Vinaigrette.
Attending a Saturday or Sunday matinee? Try the 11 to 4 brunch
with a plethora of egg choices, as well as the variety of Smoked
Salmon, Chopped Liver, Cheese Blintzes, and more. Moderate prices
and a personality of its own.

Above: The River for fresh oysters
and seafood favourites.. followed by
a nightcap and live music at Tobacco
Road.

Opposite page: The Knight Concert
Hall. (p: R. Hill)







TONY CHAN'S WATER CLUB
Walking distance. 1717 North Bayshore Drive. 3053748888
www.tonychans.com

Open until 11 p.m. weeknights, and midnight Friday and Saturday;
and located in the Doubletree Grand Hotel Lobby three of four
blocks from the two theaters, it’s a breeze to valet park and enjoy
an early dinner in a Miami gourmet Chinese food institution. Gaze
back and forth between the spectacular Biscayne Bay vistas and the
bright bustling open kitchen, one of the first in Miami, where they
prepare one of the best Peking Ducks anywhere, proving that they
deserve their ranking by USA Today as one of the top ten Chinese
restaurants in the country. Then, stroll on over to the show without
having to sweat the parking. Moderate to expensive, good service,
pleasant atmosphere, and so convenient.

W WINE BISTRO
A five minute drive North. 3622 NE 2nd Avenue. 305576.7775

A Design District staple, and another patron-pleasing wine bar, open
Tuesday through Saturday until 10 p.m. Rustic and comfortable, this is
a charmer of a French bistro without a French attitude. An excellent
selection of wines, a remarkably inexpensive sumptuous French-
accented tapas-style menu, and courteous, attentive service make this
gem a consistent winner. A couple of hard-to-find favorites: Croque
Monsieur and Smoked Duck Breast Salad. (My mouth is watering!)
Easy nearby metered parking.

Above: Gourmet chinese is just
steps away at Tony Chan’s water
club - a USA Today top ten
chinese restaurant in the USA.

Below: A Miami institution, Soyka
is all about fresh ingredients, great
service and excellent food.






